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Composer's note

When David Link asked me to compose an a cappella choral piece for a meeting 
of cathedral Deans, I searched for a text which might suit not only the decanal
occasion, but could also ameliorate the heaviness of the current time, 
in which love seems conspicuously absent.

Archbishop William Temple 's lyric prayer echoes the poetic tradition of 
Celtic blessings, so I have encorporated some of that spirit into this motet.

I am very grateful to David Link and his cathedral choir who have 
embraced my choral music, and supported the creation of this new work.

Stephanie Martin is an associate professor of music at York University in Toronto, 
Canada, and composes primarily choral music, opera and oratorio. A
complete list of works can be found on her website:

www.stephaniemartinmusic.com

July 14, 2021
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God of love, O God of love, we pray thee to give us love:
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William Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury
(1881-1945)

Composed for David Link, Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, Sacramento
for the 2022 North American Cathedral Deans' Conference

A Prayer for Love

Stephanie Martin, Toronto 2021
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